Table 1 Grading criteria and quality characteristics of cultured pearls

Grading Properties

AAA Absolute shine, zero surface irregularities, and a perfect symmetry

AA Good shine, quality and homogenous in colour with some irregularities on surface

A Average quality, good shine but poor symmetry, uneven coloration with a few imperfections on surface
B Good shine with uneven coloration and edgy surface

C Low shine, weak nacre layer and serious surface flaws, no economic value




